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NOTES AND ABSTRACTS 

The Struggle of the Labor Class against Judicial Authority in the United States. — 
The labor struggle in the United States may be divided into (a) the period before the 
Civil War, but which really confines itself to the years 1827-37, and (A) from 1867 to 
the present time. Both periods are characterized by united efforts against the 
employer; the weapon used has been the strike. The greatest strike period was in 
1892-94, when, after the Pullman strike, it ceased to be regarded as the most efficient 
means for obtaining results. The decisions of the courts have been based upon (a) 
common law, (b) legal interpretation, (c) constitutionality, (d) precedent. The 
first issue in the struggle with the courts was "the right to strike." It was held by 
the courts to be conspiracy. The contention, however, was gradually gained, but the 
very point of its effectiveness was blunted by action concerning " violence and intimida- 
tion." Boycotts and sympathetic strikes were similarly treated. Judges unwilling 
to appear in opposition to strikes secured the same results by their decisions regarding 
boycotts. Peaceful strikes were defeated by means of "injunction" and "contempt 
of court." The country is controlled by the courts. Their power is above that of 
the legislature and the executive. In the face of legislative provisions, a judge may 
impose a fine for "contempt," the legality of which he alone can decide. — L. B. Boudin, 
"Der Kampf der Arbeiterklasse gegen das richterliche Gewalt in den Vereinigten 
Staten," Archiv filr die Geschichte des Sozialismus und der Arbeiterbewegung, IV, 
No. 1, 1913. M. C. E. 

The Psychology of Socialism. — Socialism is an ideal, a goal toward which human- 
ity strives. Other concepts are subordinate and are only means of obtaining this 
common goal, an ideal condition of human relationships in which political stability 
is inseparably united with industrial justice and harmony. All high aspirations 
grow out of desires, and all desires out of needs. This aspiration has grown out of 
the greatest need of mankind, the need of social justice. Every individual belongs 
to at least two groups, society in general, and a social class. The influence result- 
ing from class-consciousness is very strong. Among the upper classes it determines 
that authority, not majority, shall rule. In the lower classes it determines that 
equality and equal justice shall reign. Where class oppression is too severe social- 
ism means revolution, for every sane mature man demands the rights of maturity; 
if these are refused him he takes them. In an actual constitutional state where the 
lower classes realize that the root of all evil is not in the organization of the state, but 
in industry, property, and production, socialism means evolution. — "Zur Psychologie 
des Socialismus," Die Neue Rundschau, September, 1913. V. W. B. 

The Influence of Socialism upon Political Economy. — The influence of socialism 
upon political economy can be traced with reference to philosophy, aims, methods, 
logic, and pure economy. In treating of man's struggle for a livelihood, political 
economy includes more than the mere physical subsistence. Hence the study thereof 
will depend largely upon whether the viewpoint is materialistic, idealistic, or utili- 
tarian. Socialism has very largely taken the philosophical viewpoint and has influ- 
enced political economy by its struggle for a more idealistic economic basis. Socialism 
has fostered the problems: What is a legitimate wage? and, Are the profits of the 
entrepreneur justified ? Socialism largely established the fact that low wages signify 
more than merely lower prices for goods — they lessen the ability of labor and thus are 
an injury to society. The problem of more equal distribution must be placed in 
the foreground, and since man is both the producer and the consumer, he can be 
assured of the benefits of his products only by a close study of marginal values. — 
Lewis H. Haney, "Der Einfluss des Socialismus auf die Volkswirtschaftslehre," Archiv 
filr die Geschichte des Sozialismus und der Arbeiterbewegung, III, No. 3, 1913. 

M. C. E. 
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The Sociological Significance and Structure of the Malthusian Population Theory. 

— Malthus' theory was a reaction against the English and French idea of progress. 
Their view of society, as gained through pure abstraction, was optimistic; his view, 
as gained through study of actual social conditions, though rather dark, was realistic. 
He sought the key to all misery and the factors of progress. He found the lower classes 
to be the great problem. Therefore, he argues, it is very essential to raise their stand- 
ard of living. To do this, he advocates teaching fundamentals of trades and social 
science in the public schools. Outside relief is but temporary; improvement must 
come from within, man himself must change. He further argues that supporting 
the poor gives the opportunity of an increased number of marriages, hence increased 
population and sharpened need among the lower classes. The only solution of over- 
population is moral restraint, delaying marriage until the man is economically prepared 
to support a family. He considered the natural environment as fundamental in all 
life, the fertility of the soil, the influence of place and climate, and the law of land 
productivity. From this idea he formulates his law, that the population of a country 
is necessarily limited by its resources. — Walther Kohler, "Die sozialwissenschaftliche 
Grundlage und Struktur der Malthusianischen Bevolkerungslehre," Schmollers Jahr- 
buch, XXXVII, No. 3, 1013. H. A. J. 

English Social Legislation, 1008-11. — This legislation has been along the follow- 
ing lines: (1) child protection, schools, and education, as compulsory education, 
reform schools, continuation schools, and charity education; (2) schools and vocational 
guidance; (3) sanitation, as tuberculosis campaigns and sanitary condition of fac- 
tories; (4) industrial insurance and employers' liability; (5) old-age pensions; (6) labor 
conditions, as wage-scale, working-hours, and rest periods; (7) industrial arbitra- 
tion; (8) problems of various industries; fixed trades, and home industry; (9) the 
housing and settlement conditions of laborers. — Warnack, "Der englische Sociol- 
gesetzgebung, 1908-1911," Jahrbiicher fiir National Oekonomie, June, 1913. 

F. P. G. 

The Influence of Superstitious Conceptions on the Economic and Social Life 
of Primitive Peoples, I. — Primitive man regards all inexplicable phenomena with 
superstitious fear and attaches sinister connection with past or future events to what 
seems perfectly natural to us. Upon a trivial omen, or a dream, he drops the most 
promising undertakings. Fruitful sources of interpretation are the passage of birds 
that bring either bad or good luck, and dreams. Days are set aside as lucky or 
unlucky, sometimes not less than sixteen of the month in the latter classification. 
Many exceedingly useful things are prohibited for fear of evil consequences, and on 
special occasions the ban is put on almost indispensable things. Injurious animals 
are protected through fear of vengeance from other animals. A great deal of the hostil- 
ity of savage tribes to whites is due to superstition, which also limits the capacity of 
primitive folks for work. — H. Berkusky, "Der Einfiuss aberglaubischer Vorstellungen 
auf das wirtschaftliche undsociale Leben der NaturvSlker," Zeitschrift fiir Social- 
■wissenschaft, July, 1913. F. P. G. 

The Influence of Superstitious Conceptions on the Economic and Social Life of 
Primitive Peoples, II. — -Wholly natural physiological events, as a birth, appear to 
primitive man fraught with peril and give rise to many harmful practices. The 
entire economic life, moreover, is largely shaped by sorcerers in the guise of the priest. 
The influence of these, often conscious deceivers, can hardly be estimated. All 
epidemics are regarded as the work of demons; the priests guide the people through 
them with fearful results. Human sacrifices are offered in an effort to further the 
prosperity of the tribe as a whole. The faith of these peoples in ordeals and divine 
tests for guilt is very firm, as witnessed by the death of thirty women, in one tribe, 
within twenty-four hours, for adultery proved by these means. In many cases, 
natural death is not believed; a murderer must be found by the ordeals. Supersti- 
tions concerning death not only are cause for bloodshed, but are peculiarly expensive. 
Even the poorest families must have an elaborate feast, while on the death of a chief 
the economic life of the tribe is prostrate for a month. It is probable that even the 
vague conceptions of immortality effect injuriously savage life. Superstition is one 
of the leading obstacles to material and spiritual development. — H. Berkusky, " Der 
Einfiuss aberglaubischer Vorstellungen auf das wirtschaftliche und sociale Leben der 
Naturvolker," II, Zeitschrift fiir Socialwissenschaft, August, 1913. F. P. G. 
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